
National Farmers launched our scholarship program more than three decades ago to invest in the future of  
agriculture-oriented young people. Farm Kids for College Scholarship winners have pursued degrees in agronomy, 
agribusiness, dairy science, animal science, farm business and more. The adventures agriculture provides are many, 
and the Farm Kids for College contest helps students in their college pursuits at four-year colleges or technical and 
community colleges.

 “Our 2026 Farm Kids for College Scholarship competition application materials are available now, and we 
look forward to seeing applications from students devoted to lives in agriculture,” said Perry Garner, National 
Farmers national scholarship coordinator.  

High school seniors planning to earn an agricultural degree from an accredited college or university are 
eligible, and must submit materials by Feb. 17, 2026. Based upon competitive selection, National Farmers will an-
nounce three national scholarship winners April 14, 2026. Three winners will receive either $2500, $1500, or $1000 
toward their freshman year in college. 
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Scholarship Basics

You could win $2500, $1500 or $1000 to help pay for college your freshman year!
Award disbursed directly to the educational institution.
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To be eligible for the National Farmers Farm Kids for College 
Scholarship, you must:
• Be a high school senior in the U.S.
• Major in an agricultural field at an accredited 
college or university	

In addition to the two-page application, please send:
• Typed essays, listed below
• Two letters of  reference
• Official high school transcript, and official GPA
• Official ACT or SAT score
• A recent photo for use in future scholarship promotions, member 
publications, social media and on our web site, nationalfarmers.com
(It will only be used if  you earn a scholarship. Photos will not be re-
turned.) 

As is customary, reference letters, transcript and 
GPA, and official ACT or SAT score, should be 
sent in sealed envelopes.

As part of  the application, you are required to write two essays. 
The essays give our judges a picture of  your understanding of  complex topics in agriculture. With that in mind, please be 
sure to answer the questions thoroughly and to the best of  your ability. Feel free to interview individuals knowledgeable in 
the agriculture industry, specifically in ag marketing and risk management, and use agriculture publications as sources. 

1. How can marketing production with other farmers and ranchers improve prices for grain, dairy and livestock? 
2. Choose one strategy: Niche marketing, price risk management or price negotiation. Discuss and give examples of 
how that strategy can increase financial rewards on an independent farm. 
(Total for both questions: 850 words minimum, 1,200 words maximum)

The Essays

}

Qualify
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1. Complete the application and essays.

2. Request Reference letters from teachers, activity sponsors, employers, 
coaches, pastors or others. Give them adequate time, and politely check 
in with them to see if  it’s been done in advance of  the deadline. 

3. Check the application’s State Coordinators page for where to send 
scholarship materials. If  you do not know where to send your appli-
cation, call 800.247.2110, ext. 4674. We advise you to do this weeks in 
advance.

4. Arrange for official transcripts and GPA to be sent.
(Reference letters, transcripts and GPA information should also be sent 
with your completed application and essays, but in a separate, sealed 
envelope or envelopes.)

5. Submit your application and accompanying materials to your state 
National Farmers scholarship coordinator. Materials must be post-
marked by Feb. 17, 2026. 

6. Wait for announcement of  winners April 14, 2026. We’ll contact you if  
you received a national scholarship!

7. Friend National Farmers on Facebook and/or follow 
@NatlFarmers on Twitter to get to know the Farm Kids for College 
parent organization better. We will use Facebook as one scholarship an-
nouncement avenue.
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National Farmers
PO Box 2508 Ames, IA 50010
nationalfarmers.com • 800-247-2110

Your Farm Kids for College Scholarship Big To-Do

REMEMBER!The scholarship deadline is Feb. 17, 2026!

Students -
Your Next Steps
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Name:____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State ____ Zip__________

Your E-mail:____________________________________  

Parents’/Guardians’ Names:  _____________________________________________________

Parents’/Guardians’ Telephone/Mobile Numbers: __________________________________

Parents’ E-maiIs:_________________________________________________________________
						    
High School Name and Address: _________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Guidance Counselor:_________________________ Telephone Number: ________________

Your Graduation date:________________  High school telephone number: _____________

Your planned major:  ____________________________________________________________

Where you plan to attend college:  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Your plans for the future and how you will use your degree: ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Name, address, e-mail and phone number of  local newspaper:  ____________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Name, address, e-mail and phone number of  local radio station: ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Application
Part 1



Name:

Explain how you are involved in agriculture:

High school activities and honors (including year participated and offices):

Community activities and honors (including year participated and offices):
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Application
Part 1



Feb. 17 - 2026

April 14 - 2026 - Announcement Day
National Winners Announced!

March  17 - 2026 - State Coordinators’ Deadline

Winning state applications from state judges 
due to national headquarters. 
(Received by Date, not Postmarked date.)
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Deadlines

Scholarship applications from all students due to 
appropriate state coordinator or national scholarship 
coordinator, if  there is no state coordinator where 
you live. (Postmarked by Date)

Scholarship Candidates: This is 
your deadline!

Farm Kids for College is a program
of  National Farmers. nationalfarmers.com
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	 State Coordinators

2 0 2 6
Please send your application and all 
scholarship materials to the contact 
in your state. Your application mailing 
must be postmarked by Feb. 17, 2026. 

If  a coordinator is not listed for your state, 
please send materials to the address below, 
assuring they are postmarked by Feb. 17, 2026. 
All others, send to the state contact listed.
	 National Farmers
	 Farm Kids for College Scholarship 
	 PO Box 2508
	 Ames, IA 50010

Not all states offer state-level mon-
etary awards.

CALIFORNIA

Nellie Omlin

3207 Liberty Square Pkwy

Turlock, CA 95380

(209) 668-7100

ILLINOIS

Kay Schultz

2898 E 300 North Rd

Stewardson, IL  62463

(217) 682-3875

INDIANA

Mike  Kleaving

16048 Atlanta Rd

Tell City, IN 47586

(812) 719-6736

IOWA

Kim Lynch

24764 Hwy 151 W

Cascade, IA  52033

(563) 852-5285

KANSAS

Greg Stephens

842 S 10th St

Salina, KS 67401

(785) 819-6887

MICHIGAN 

Wayne Prichard

3151 11 Mile Rd

Burlington, MI 49029

(517) 765-2708

MINNESOTA

Charlotte Zschetzche

1311 Box Elder Street

Mtn. Lake, MN 56159

(507) 427-2410

OHIO

Debbie Heiss

717 S Stony Run Rd

Beverly, OH 45715

(740) 984-4747

PENNSYLVANIA

Jeff  Rose

22263 Steen Hill Rd

Cochranton, PA 16314

(814) 720-0549

jrose@nexusag.org

SOUTH DAKOTA

Dick Gors

South Dakota State 

President

PO Box 395

Tea, SD 57064

(605) 368-2573 

VERMONT

Raymond Tardif

2227 Highgate Rd

Saint Albans, VT  05478

(802) 868-6531

WASHINGTON

Carol Rubin

PO  Box 486

Colfax, WA 99111

(509) 397-4096

WISCONSIN

Wisconsin National Farmers

PO Box 460

Spring Green, WI 53588

(608) 643-3341


